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The State of the Great Lakes 2001 carries the Canadian State of Environment
(SOE) reporting symbol, because this report satisfies the guidelines for the
Government of Canada’s SOE reporting program.  The two purposes of SOE
reports are to 1) foster the use of science in policy- and decision-making and 2)
to report to Canadians on the condition of their environment.  The State of the
Great Lakes 2001 meets SOE reporting requirements by providing an easily
understood overview of the state of the Great Lakes basin ecosystem for the
non-scientist; examining the key trends in the Great Lakes basin ecosystem; pro-
viding a set of environmental indicators; and discussing links amongst issues.
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